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Era, MIT 
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Internazionali, Rome, Italy 

May 20, 2009  Speaker, “American Grand Strategy,” Air War College’s 56th 
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and Strategy (SWAMOS), Ithaca, NY 
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We Been Effective, Lucky or Overly Concerned?” US National 
Defense University, Center for the Study of Weapons of Mass 
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March 16, 2006  Speaker – Harvard Law School, Iran Nuclear Program Symposium 
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October 2004  Speaker – US Army, Europe (USAREUR) 12th Annual 

Conference of European Armies. Topic: “Command of the 
Commons: The Military Foundation of US Hegemony.” 

April 2004  Speaker – Transatlantic security seminars in Prague, Rome, 
Madrid and Brussels, sponsored by the European Union and 
arranged by the German Marshall Fund of the United States. 

June 2003  Testimony - Defense Committee, British Parliament 
April 2003  Testimony - Defense Committee, Danish Parliament 
February 2003   Speaker - King's College, Center for Defence Studies, London, 

"Command of the Commons: The Military Foundations of U.S. 
Hegemony." 

December 2002   Speaker - German Council on Foreign Relations(DGAP), Berlin, 
"The New Grand Strategy of the Bush Administration." 

November 2002   Speaker - French Institute of International Relations (IFRI), Paris, 
"Command of the Commons: The Military Foundations of U.S. 
Hegemony." 

June 2002  Speaker - Current Strategy Forum, Naval War College, panel on 
"Redefining American Military Power in the New Security 
Environment." 

December 2000 Speaker - International Center for Ethics, Justice and Public Life, 
Brandeis University, seminar on "Intervention and Prevention: The 
Lessons of Kosovo." 

September 2000 Speaker - Fort Knox symposium on "Military Operations in an 
Urban Environment. 

September 1999 Speaker - FOA (Defense Research Establishment) agency in 
Stockholm, Sweden on innovation in the US Army after the war in 
Vietnam.  Also participated in round-table discussion of the air war 
in Kosovo. 

March 1998  Speaker - Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies, Tel Aviv University, 
on changes in the organization of modern military forces, and on 
the US Grand Strategy debate. 

March 1993  Testimony - before the U.S. House Armed Services Committee, 
on "Competing U.S. Grand Strategies"  
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M.I.T. ACTIVITIES AND COMMITTEES 
 

 
Political Science Department 
  Security Studies Search Committee Chair 2006 
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  Civil Conflict Search Committee - chair (2000-01) 
Executive Committee, Seminar XXI Program 
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Security Studies Program 
Committee on Graduate School Policy (through 2001) 
M.I.T. ROTC Committee 
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MEDIA 
 

September 14, 2017 WBUR’s Radio Open Source. Topic: “Mutually Assured Madness: 
Rethinking Our Nuclear Nightmare.” 

August 29, 2017 Quoted in “On Afghanistan, Trump Should Have Gone With His 
Gut,” WBUR’s Cognoscenti. 

April 24, 2017  Quoted in “We Need a War Tax,” by Noah Berlatsky, slate.com 
April 7, 2017  Quoted in “Strike on Syria is defensible but problematic,” Michael 

A. Cohen, Boston Globe 
February 17, 2017 Press conference, USA Voice of America, “US foreign policy and 

grand strategy” 
January 3, 2017 “A Discussion On Grand Strategy and International Order with 

Barry Posen,” by Mina Pollmann, cimsec.org 
August 26, 2016 Quoted in “NATO Has Problems But Trump Won’t Fix Them,” 

Boston Review 
February 21, 2016 Quoted in “The Gulf War Victory that Never Was,” by James A. 

Warren, The Daily Beast 
November 23, 2015 NPR’s On Point. Topic: “Should We Go All-In on ISIS?” 
August 10, 2015 KCRW's Morning Edition. Topic: “Finding Friends to Fight ISIS 

in Syria.” 
June 15, 2015  WBUR’s On Point. Topic: “A New American Military Push in 

Iraq.” 
November 17, 2014 Interview by bloggingheads.tv, the topic: Restraint 
November 14, 2014 Interview, “America Doesn’t Need to Lead the Free World,” by 

Scott Beauchamp, The Atlantic, November 14, 2014 
October 8, 2014 Quoted, “The Great Revamp: 11 Trends Shaping Future Conflict,” 

by Frank Hoffman and Pat Garrett, Warontherocks.com 
September 30, 2014 The Agenda TVO (Ontario television). Topic: “Obama’s ISIS 

Strategy” 
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August 26, 2014 Interview, “In Search of: The US role in the world,” Deutsche 
Welle (DW–Germany’s International broadcaster) 

August 20, 2014 Interview, “Amerikaanse journalist onthoofd in Syrie,” Nieuwsuur 
(Netherlands). 

August 14, 2014 WBUR’s On Point. Topic: “For The US, Intervention Or Restraint 
In Iraq.” 

August 11, 2014 KCRW radio (Los Angeles). Topic “Islamic State Lures US 
Military Back to Iraq.” 

June 30, 2014  New England Cable News. Topic: “Broadside: No More Iraqs?” 
June 19, 2014  WBUR’s On Point. Topic: “What Should the United States Do In 

Iraq?” 
May 30, 2014  Quoted, “Obama Wants Allies to Share the Burden. It Won’t 

Happen.” By Christopher A. Preble, The National Interest 
(published online). 

January 23, 2013 NPR’s On Point. Topic: “Outlining A New Foreign Policy.” 
April 4, 2011  Quoted extensively in “Can ‘limited’ US Engagement in Libya 

Stay Limited?” NPR. 
February 6, 2011 Quoted extensively in “Stand alone: the case for new isolationism,” 

Boston Globe. 
December 9, 2009 Woodrow Wilson Center Television Program, MHz Worldview.  

Topic: “Dialogue,” U.S. National Security Policy 
July 28, 2009  WBUR’s On Point. Topic: “Can the US deter a nuclear Iran?” 
March 3, 2009  WBUR’s On Point. Topic “Obama’s Antiwar Critics.” 
May 21, 2008   Chicago Public Radio. Topic: “A Realist Foreign Policy 

Prescription.” 
May 13, 2008   Wisconsin Public Radio. Topic: recent increase in violence in Sadr 

City, Iraq. 
April 1, 2008   WBUR On Point, “Basra: Defining Moment?” 
November 5, 2007  a blog entry at The Washington Note.com, titled "The Case for 

Restraint -- and Disaggregation" discussed Barry Posen's 
November 2007 article in The American Interest.  

October 24, 2007  “Iran” Open Source, WGBH 
October 22, 2007 “The Iranian Nuclear Program: Policy Options” Weekday, KUOW 
September 11, 2007 “The Petraus-Crocker Hearings” On Point, WBUR 
February 23, 2007 “Another Cold War?” Here and Now, WBUR 
February 21, 2007 “Iran” The Century Foundation – Media Conference Call 
January 31, 2007 “Containing a Civil War in Iraq” On Point, WBUR 
January 15, 2007 “Next Stop Iran?” Open Source, WGBH 
January 10, 2007 “President Bush’s Iraq Policy” NECN 
December 12, 2006 “U.S. Policy Toward Iran” Century Foundation, C-SPAN 
December 6, 2006 “The Iraq Study Group Report” NECN 
November 20, 2006 “Army Gives Rumsfeld Doctrine a Rewrite” BBC 
May 8, 2006   “Iran” Denmark’s TV2 
April 27, 2006  “Iraq and Afghanistan” BBC, The World 
April 17, 2006  “Iraq” BBC, The World 

http://thewashingtonnote.com/
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April 14, 2006  “Iran” Chicago Public Radio 
April 13, 2006  “Iran” BBC 
April 12, 2006  “Nuclear Iran” Open Source, WGBH 
April 11, 2006  “Iraq” Minnesota Public Radio 
April 6, 2006  “Iraq” New England Cable News, Newsnight 
March 8, 2006  “Nuclear Iran” CNN International 
November 30, 2005 “Will Bush Change Course in Iraq?” Midmorning with Kerri 

Miller, Minnesota Public Radio. 
November 21, 2005 “Withdraw from Iraq?” On Point, WBUR, National Public Radio. 
November 9, 2005 “Stuck in the Pottery Barn,” Open Source, a public radio show 

with Christopher Lydon. WGBH radio.  
October 26, 2005 “Iraq Death Toll Reaches 2000,” Here and Now, WBUR, National 

Public Radio. 
September 25, 2005 “Iraq: Chasing Ghosts?” On Point, WBUR, National Public Radio. 
August 16, 2004 “Forces of Change,” On Point, WBUR, National Public Radio. 
March 17, 2004 “Blast in Baghdad,” On Point, WBUR, National Public Radio. 
June 28, 2004  “What the Handover Means for the Iraqis,” On Point, WBUR, 

National Public Radio. 
December 8, 2003 “Afghanistan: the Forgotten War,” On Point, WBUR, National 

Public Radio. 
August 15, 2003 “Who’s Fighting Back in Iraq?” On Point, WBUR, National Public 

Radio. 
February 14, 2003 “Blix at the U.N.” On Point, WBUR, National Public Radio 
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PUBLICATIONS 
BOOKS 
 
2014  Restraint: A New Foundation for U.S. Grand Strategy. Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 256 pages. 
 
1991  Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional War and Nuclear Risks.  Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 279 pages. 
 
1984  The Sources of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between 

the World Wars.  Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 283 pages. 
 
 
ARTICLES IN REFEREED JOURNALS 
 
2017  “Civil Wars and the Structure of World Power,” Daedalus, Vol. 46, No. 4 

(Fall 2017). 
 
2016   "Author's Response," Roundtable 8-16 on Restraint: A New Foundation 

for U.S. Grand Strategy, July 11, 2016, H-Diplo, International Security 
Studies Forum 

 
2016  “Forward: Military Doctrine and the Management of Uncertainty,” to 

“Special Issue on Understanding Military Doctrine.” Journal of Strategic   
Studies, (2:39) April 2016 

 
2013  “Pull Back: The Case for a Less Activist Foreign Policy,” Foreign Affairs, 

January/February 2013. 
 
2010  “Overkill,” (part of “The Containment Conundrum: How Dangerous is a 

Nuclear Iran?”) Foreign Affairs, July/August 2010. 
 
2007  “Stability and Change in U.S. Grand Strategy,” Orbis, Vol. 51, No. 4, 

October 2007, pp. 561-567 
 
2006  “European Union Security and Defense Policy: Response to Unipolarity?”   
  Security Studies, 15, No. 2: 149-186. 
 
2004  "ESDP and the Structure of World Power," The International Spectator, 39 

(1): 5-17. 
 
2003  “Command of the Commons: The Military Foundation of U.S. 

Hegemony,” International Security, 28 (1): 5-46 
 
2001/02 "The Struggle Against Terrorism: Grand Strategy, Strategy, and Tactics," 

International Security, 26 (3): 39-55 
 
2000       "The War for Kosovo: Serbia's Political-Military Strategy," International 

Security, 24(4): 39-84. 
 

https://issforum.org/roundtables/8-16-restraint
https://issforum.org/author/h-diplo
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1997  “U.S. Security Policy in a Nuclear-Armed World (Or: What if Iraq Had 
Had Nuclear Weapons?),” Security Studies. 6(3): 1-31. 

 
1997  “Competing Visions for U.S. Grand Strategy,”  International Security. 

21(3): 5-53. 
 
1996  “Military Responses to Refugee Disasters,” International Security.  21(1): 

72-111. 
 
1993  "Nationalism, the Mass Army and Military Power,"  International Security.  

18(2): 80-124. 
 
1991  "Crisis Stability and Conventional Arms Control,"  Daedalus.  120(1): 

217-232. 
1989  "Correspondence: Net Assessment,"  Letters to the Editors.  International 
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